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Board of Directors Meeting
BOALTC Offices

Madison, WI

Friday, August 1, 2008
Chair Patricia Finder-Stone called the meeting to order at 8:10 am.

Members Present:
Dale Taylor

Terry Lynch

Patricia Finder-Stone




Barbara Thoni

Eva Arnold
Members Excused:
Tanya Meyer
Staff Present:

Heather Bruemmer
Kim Marheine

Kellie Miller
Guests Present:
Jill Ballard, Age Advantage




Agenda:
Agenda approved as presented. M/S/C Lynch/Thoni
Minutes: 
Minutes of 05-01-08 board meeting were approved as prepared and distributed.    
Remarks from the Chair: 
Patricia Finder-Stone

Ms. Finder-Stone expressed her pleasure with and appreciation for the Staff Recognition Dinner.  Also offered congratulations to Terry Lynch on the release of his book, “But I Don’t Want Eldercare,” as well as to Eva for her good health.  Ms. Bruemmer thanked Ms. Finder-Stone for her testimony before Senator Carpenter’s hearing earlier this month.  Ms. Finder-Stone commented that the hearing was impressive, the questions insightful, and those in attendance impressed by the information provided regarding the Board on Aging’s staff’s experiences with specific HCR ManorCare facilities.
Nomination Committee Report: Barb and Eva proposed the following names for nomination: Dale Taylor as Vice Chair, filling Rose Boron’s vacancy, and Terry Lynch as Secretary.  There being no other nominations from the floor, the nominations were approved by unanimous ballot.  M/S/C Thoni/Arnold.
Introduction of Central Office Staff: The Board was introduced to newest staff members, Steve Shapiro and Tracy Lipinski, both Medigap counselors, and also had the opportunity to hear from Ombudsman, Dennis Granzen and Ombudsman Program Advocacy Specialist, Vickie Valdez.  Janet Josvai, new clerical staff, was not present.  The Board extended its appreciation for the entire staff of the Board on Aging, recognizing the manner in which they provide a vast amount of information and support.  
Ombudsman Services Supervisor Report: Kim Marheine

Ms. Marheine, referencing her written report, highlighted areas of particular concern, including the seeming increase in number and severity of IJ (Immediate Jeopardy) citations, issues noted in assisted living facilities, as well as the facility closure and relocation activity of the past quarter.

Volunteer Services Supervisor Report: Kellie Miller

Heather formally welcomed Ms. Miller to the Board and to her role as Volunteer Ombudsman Program Supervisor.  Ms. Miller expressed her appreciation to the board for their support and efforts, which have been instrumental in the growth and development of this program.  Referencing her written report, Ms. Miller noted growth in Volunteer Program including status of newly-hired personnel and associated growth in counties being brought into the program.  June 30th marked the formal end of the Assisted Living Project, with volunteers formally exiting their respective facilities as of July 31st.  Most assisted living volunteers have agreed to transfer into the nursing home program.  Ms. Miller also expressed her thanks to the regional ombudsman staff for their ongoing support of the program, but especially for the additional support of transitioning volunteers.
Discussion: Review of “Stepping On” and “Chronic Disease Prevention” Programs. Jill Ballard, Area Agency on Aging, Statewide Coordinator, Evidence-Based Prevention Programs.
Ms. Ballard shared details about the grant-funded programs, “Living Well with Chronic Conditions” and “Stepping On.”  Both are prevention/health education programs, targeted to older adults; not yet available to nursing home residents, the Stepping On program, in particular, is increasing in use in assisted living.  
Executive Director Report: Heather Bruemmer

Reference written report.  Ms. Bruemmer shared that she and Bill Donaldson had testified before a hearing called by Senator Carpenter regarding HCR ManorCare.  Senator Carpenter and others have become increasingly interested in facilities that operate under several layers of corporate ownership, and who appear to be continuously poor performers.  
By way of budget discussion Ms. Bruemmer shared that FY 2008 ended as of June 30th, and the budget for FY 2009 has been inputted into the new reporting system, which provides great budget detail.  Planning is underway for FY 2010 and FY 2011.  Ms. Bruemmer reported that the agency did well for FY 2008.  Ms. Bruemmer reviewed the budget proposals for 2010 and 2011 suggested that for the Board consider reclassification for the Medigap staff and Regional Ombudsmen, and, for the future, the Volunteer Ombudsman Program staff.  It was also suggested that an increased allocation be added for travel, recognizing the increases in travel and related expenses.  M/S/C Taylor/Thoni to accept the preliminary proposal with recommended additions, allowing Ms. Bruemmer to move forward in securing funding sources, as appropriate. 
Ms. Bruemmer also reported that Disability Rights Wisconsin (DRW) has been awarded the disability ombudsman RFP.  George Potaracke is working with DHS to launch the program, using the BOALTC program as a model.

Ms. Bruemmer will be meeting with the governor and a number of state representatives in the next week to further encourage support for the mission of the Board on Aging.  
Biennial Report distributed for review.
Ms. Bruemmer reported that there has recently been some turnover in the appointment director position, thus no action has been taken as yet, though the Governor hopes to make a decision in the near future.
Comments from the Public: None.
Next Board Member Report: Eva Arnold
Next Meeting Date:  Wednesday, October. 8th at 9:00 am

Monday, December 1st at 9:00 am
Adjournment: Meeting at adjourned at 1:40 pm,  M/S/C Arnold/Lynch 
Respectfully Submitted,
Kim Marheine, Recorder
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